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TEXAS DEFENDER SERVICE'S 
PAROLE WEBSITE 
In 2025, we were proud to announce an important new 
resource for people incarcerated in Texas and their families: 
Texas Defender Service's Parole Website. 
The site is the first-ever clearinghouse of 
information for how people can advocate 
for themselves or their loved ones in the 
Texas parole review process. 

Incarcerated people and those who love 
them deserve a voice in whether they will 
be granted a second chance. 

However, the Texas parole system, as it is set 
up today, doesn't prioritize giving people or 
their families a meaningful opportunity to 
share their stories, explain their trajectory 
of growth, or present their reentry plan. 
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When people have a voice in their own 
parole process, the entire system functions 
more humanely and more effectively, for 
families impacted by incarceration and the 
general public alike. 



Our Director of Special Projects Estelle Hebron-Jones joined renowned Austin filmmaker Richard Linklater and Pulitzer Prize-win­
ning journalist Maurice Chammah at the LBJ Library's Future Forum. Together, they had a rich and far-ranging discussion about the 
death penalty's widespread impacts on communities and families and its deep cultural roots in the Texas criminal justice system. 
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ATTORNEY 
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CHAIR; 
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BOARD MEMBER; 
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FACULTY & DIRECTOR, 
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PUBLIC SERVICE, 
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MURRAY FOGLER 
BOARD MEMBER; 
PARTNER, FOGLER, O'NEIL 
& GRAY LLP 
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BOARD MEMBER; 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF 
LITIGATION, NAACP LEGAL 
DEFENSE AND 
EDUCATION FUND 

KOSHA TUCKER 
BOARD MEMBER; 
ASSOCIATE VICE 
CHANCELLOR 
AND CHIEF OF STAFF, 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 
BOARD MEMBERS! 

We couldn't do our work without the support and leadership of 
our Board of Directors. 

We want to thank Murray Fogler, a 
lawyer and partner at Fogler, 
O'Neil & Gray LLP, for his long 
service as the Chair of our 
Board of Directors from 
2018-2024. His leadership at 
TDS and his years of pro 
bono service are an 
inspiration. As Murray 
steps down from his 
term as Chair to assume 
a term as a regular board 
member, we know we will 
continue to benefit from his 
involvement in TDS's work 
and his commitment to justice. 

We also want to thank our two outgoing 
board members: Jim Marcus, Clinical 
Professor at the University of Texas at 

Austin School of Law, and Charles 
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TEXAS DEFENDER SERVICE 
as our BoardChairfrom2018•2024 

Kelley, Partner at Mayer Brown. 
We are grateful for their many 
years of service, leadership, 

and generosity as TDS 
Board Members. 

In 2024-2025, it has been a 
privilege to welcome three 
new board members: 

Mani Walia, Alex Kaplan, 

and Caitlin Halpern! We 
look forward to years of 
partnership as we advocate for 
justice for Texans. 



OUR TEAM 

BURKE BUTLER 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

EMILY FOLLANSBEE 
LEGAL DIRECTOR 

NAYELI MORENO 
SENIOR MITIGATION 
SPECIALIST 

RANDI CHAVEZ CAITI COUGHLAN 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR & MITIGATION SPECIALIST 
HEAD OF MITIGATION 

CASSANDRA GEIKEN ESTELLE 
PAROLE ATTORNEY HEBRON-JONES 

JAMIE NEWSOME 
SENIOR MITIGATION 
SPECIALIST 

DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL 
PROJECTS 

CAITLIN PURCELL 
MITIGATION UNIT 
MANAGER 

JENNAE SWIERGULA KEVIN TRAHAN JARED TYLER 
SENIOR COUNSEL SENIOR COUNSEL STAFF ATTORNEY 
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JULIA DRAPER 
MANNE FAMILY FELLOW 

JANE IRONS 
MANNE FAMILY FELLOW 

ASHLEY QUSSAD 
OFFICE MANAGER 
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OUR GENER-Ous· 
DONOR·s TO OUR 
2025· LIGHT OF 
JUSTICE 
LUNCHEON· 
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., 
LIGHT OF JUSTICE 

H-E-B -
• Shelley & Alex Kaplan 

CHAMPION OF JUSTICE 

Caitlin t-Ialpern 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 

BEACON OF JUSTICE 
. , 

David Berry 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP 

VOICE OF JUSTICE 

Bracewell LLP 
Fogler, O'Neil & Gray LLP 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP 
Neal Manne & Nancy McGregor 
Mayer Brown LLP . 
Norah Morley & Tony Koerner 
Paul Hastings LLP, Manuel Berrelez, • 
Joy Dowdle, Paul Genender, & Craig Stanfield 
Dan Price 
Louisa Sarofim 
Sydney. Scott 
Susman Godfrey L.L.P. 

.. 

-
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GUARDIAN OF JUSTICE 

Fish & Richardson P.C. 
Eric & Vanessa Gerard 
Hicks Johnson PLLC 
Norton Rose Fulbright 
University of Texas Capital 
Punishment Clinic . . 

• Anne Whitlock & Michael Skelly 

VIP 

Barry Abrams 
Adam Carlis 
Melanie Gray & Mark Wawro 
Jennifer Laurin 
Alison Leland 
Marc Seltzer 
Sabina & Mani Walia 



"I'm on 
death row, 

but I still 
have faith. 
I still have 

hope. 
And I can 

still love 
everybody 

around 
me. " 

Ramiro Gonzales 

Ramiro Gonzales was executed by the State of Texas on June 26, 2024 for an act he 
committed just a few months after his 18th birthday and regretted for the rest of his life: 
the murder of Bridget Townsend. 

A peer coordinator of Texas death row's faith-based program, Ramiro lived a life of 
contemplation and prayer, having overcome childhood trauma that one expert described 
as "off the charts." At his 2006 trial, inadequate investigation and a lack of trust between 
the defense team and family members enabled prosecutors to misleadingly portray 
Ramiro's upbringing as "idyllic," obscuring the trauma, isolation, and privation that 
marked his childhood experience. 

In prison, Ramiro became an inspiration and support to many. Ramiro loved the 13th 
chapter of Corinthians, which closes with these words: "So now faith, hope, and love 
abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love." As Ramiro often said, 'Tm on death 
row, but I still have faith. I still have hope. And I can still love everybody around me." He 
discovered a love of reading and enjoyed sharing and discussing poetry and novels. He 
appreciated philosophy and prose, wrote poetry and devotionals, and was a talented 
artist. 

Even the State's expert from trial later concluded that he was wrong that Ramiro posed a 
future danger to society, and said that Ramiro "is now a significantly different person 
both mentally and emotionally. This represents a very positive change for the better." 
Correctional officers, experts, and spiritual leaders called on the State of Texas to save his 
life. Texas ignored their pleas. Ramiro's final words were ones of apology to the victim's 
family and gratitude to prison officials who had supported his spiritual journey, who he 
said had given him the opportunity "to learn accountability and to make good." 

As Ramiro's attorneys Thea Posel and Raoul D. Schonemann said: 

Ramiro knew he took something from this world he could never give back. He lived with 
that shame every day, and it shaped the person he worked so hard to become. If this 
country's legal system was intended to encourage rehabilitation, he would be an exemplar. 
Ramiro grew. Ramiro changed. May we all strive to do the same. 

Texas Defender Service was proud to be a part of Ramiro Gonzales's legal team for over 
eight years. His example reminds us why we do this work each and every day. 
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